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Abstract

This study takes as its subject Head Lin Hoa of Wen-Shih College at Penghu,
Taiwan, in the Ching Dynasty, to explore his contributions to the development of
education and culture. The performance of Lin Hoa can be viewed as a kind of practice
“at the margin of amarginalized region.” It does not, however, rule out the existence of
“the center” and is willing to accept its presence. Also it expects some “margins” to turn
into “the center.” The “margin” tends to beget a gradual process of “nativization,” a
“native identity” rooted in the hearts of people of this land. Lin’s practice “at the margin
of a marginalized region” proves to be pleasant and rewarding. It combines
“inland-ization” and “native identity” in its advocacy of Confucian mora ideals and in its
preparation of students for civil service examinations. It is the best example of practice
at the margin of a marginalized region.

Keywords: Margin, Center, Penghu, Wen-Shih College, Lin Hao, I nland-ization,
Nativization, Native | dentity
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