EANIIEZ = TS
2007 ¥ 7| 4378
CREERS [

AR

PG eh () BaEgisa (FE) £ B (@) ~ (@mg) ~ (3
FL) UGEIE s Fris s FiV R R I s & E L e EELELE (3FE) o MRPEE
EREF PP CRA c B RN (L FBRAR) cMA S (FL N BE) o e
HEerhs 2 0 (L) 5408 P TE AR (GF) Ao
AE O FILAGTIFEAE LG - BATRZR o B2 ReFT - BAGERES
By o i R~ EFana B a g it s F VR (GGF) T
A(LF) TR R ARHGFE) Feomile £ Bgh 0 vl TiEF R
BAHY AR PP LT o M (3R ) R (5F) o el (3FR) g g
2 Bd k1o (FE) it Ed CRABEG 0 T EP IR S
¥ B3 (Marcel Granet - 1884-1940) ¢ (¥ W5 2 ¥4 gesk) (1919)
FPRLZIT B e~ FRY RPHAE s 082 La I3RSl 1AL g
NpEEhERFY GRE) Y iR it e PA A RHE N LR 0 T
RN TSRS EE - R L ABNELE R BT R nird
(GRPg) AGBOFTRRIATRIC . P AFF 5 ¥ (1910-2006) 0 A G E
LB o B R Y R A A Aol A Bk ) (BB %3E) o T EEE Y

"B SIS 5 R A

43



BEER (FE) 2 (FERE) (pA8RETLHordieny - kgt ) 7
At o p  (FER) R GRE) 120 GRE) BR(FER)

W o S R (FE) VBREFT - BT B AT T
GBEPBIE o 6 EAT £ 20 WT L EEEE > T ARG 2 PR
Ly (RE%E) - BHHFL? 200 REE  RPFEIF SR o A
UEBT 9 I (GFEE) VBEEFT LY s FHEPOET 2 E P id s F
JeZ A o

A Study on the Folkloristics of Shih Jing
by Marcel Granet and Shizuka Shirakawa

LinYao-Lin
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

The propositions held by Confucius in the study of Shih set the tone for the
traditional study of Shih Jing. Mao Chuan, Cheng Chien, and Kung Su intended to
interpret Shih Jing in the forms of history and story from the perspectives of ethics,
politics, and education-culture, and succeeded in developing the Confucian core
conception of poetics. Mao Shih Chuan and Chien General Interpretation by Ma
Jui-Chen and Shih Mao Shih Chuan Su by Chen-Huan, as both titles suggest, were meant

to restore the ancient teachings of Mao Shih.  Shizuka Shirakawa referred to these books
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as “having not yet reached the original meanings of Shih, resulting in a sense of loss and
failure to make any discovery in an adventure into deep mountains.  The three schools of
poetry in the Han Dynasty, though showing a budding sign of folklore interpretation,
failed to set themselves free from the norm of morality. Reading poetry in the forms of
history and story, they are no different than Mao Shih. The study of Shih Jing by Chu
Hsi came to the understanding of Fen as a kind of ballad in a neighborhood. However,
his theory of Yin Shih (erotic poetry) was still operating under the influence of
Neo-Confucianism.  Even though he interpreted poetry beyond the confines of Shih Hsu,
he took the same stances of ethics and morality as Shih Hsu.  The effort to cultivate a
new research methodology for Shih Jing was launched by foreigners. As Shizuka
Shirakawa notes, Ancient Chinese Festivals and Ballads by Marcel Granet, a French
Oriental scholar, marked the beginning of such an effort. Based on materials collected
from Chinese minority peoples and peoples in Taiwan and Southeast Asia, Granet
managed to study Shih Jing from the perspective of folklore, addressing love lyrics,
pastorals, ballads of mountains and rivers, which allowed him to work out the ceremonies
in ancient times. His study, though questionable on his interpretation of individual
poems, opened a new path to the folkloristics of Shih Jing. Japanese scholar Shizuka
Shirakawa (1910-2006), as Tu Cheng-sheng comments, “attempts to light up the life and
spirit of ancient Chinese from the perspective of folklore” In his study, Shirakawa
compares Shih Jing and Manyou-syuu, the first anthology of Japan dated in the second
half of the 8" century, arguing that there are instances of interpretation of Shih Jing based
on Manyou-syuu and there are instances of interpretation of Manyou-syuu based on Shih
Jing.

The research conducted by Marcel Granet and Shizuka Shirakawa can be treated as a
kind of folkloristics of Shih Jing. Marcel Granet is eligibly considered as the pioneer,
establishing the most comprehensive system in the study of Shih Jing. With his
expertise in oracle bone and bronzeware scripts and ancient Chinese history, Shizuka
Shirakawa, “who seeks to explain ancient meanings within and beyond” (Tu
Cheng-sheng), has come up with profound research results. This paper is focused on the

folkloristics of Shih Jing by Marcel Granet and Shizuka Shirakawa to explore their
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research methodology, contents, contributions and shortcomings.

Keywords: Marcel Granet, Shizuka Shirakawa, Shih Jing, Folklore
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