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Folk Scriptures Treasured in Bao Tai
Templein Sikou, Chia-yi And Related
Bibliographic Compilation

Chen Yi-Yuan
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

The founder of “Bao Tai Temple” located in Tian Xin Zai, Lin Jiao Village, Sikou
Township, Chia-yi County, Zhang Nian (1877~1931), narrated three to four hundred sorts
of repentance scriptures. The scriptures were taken down by his followers such as Xu
Qiu and handed down amost a hundred year. These hundred-year repentance
transcripts of Taiwan folk religion encountered natural and man-made calamities, were
buried underground and drowned. Fortunately, they are preserved. This research
purports to introduce first the course of transcripts being presented to the public,
conserved and discovered when the compilation of comprehensive table of contents of
scriptures preserved in Chia-yi based Bao Tai Temple is undertaken. The wisdom of life

and multiple values behind the folk scriptures remain to be thoroughly studied by sages.

Keywords: Chia-yi, Sikou, Bao Tai Temple, Zhang Nian, folk scriptures
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