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Changing Appointment”

Chiang Chien-Chun
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Yinhao, a celebrity in East Tsin Dynasty, was skilled in discussion. Besides being
well-known for “Four Essences of Talent”, he was also good at examining people,
medicine, Laotse and the Book of Changes. Because of his fame, Chien-Wen Emperor
promoted and appointed him to balance against Huan-Uen. But Yinhao lacked the
knowledge and experience in governing a nation and directing military affairs. So he
was defeated repeatedly in attacking the north and was impeached by Huan-Uen. After
returning to a common person, he was deeply absorbed in the study of Buddhism and
resorted to fate. However, he regretted having been in disgrace by talking and saying
something nonsense every day. This essay is to talk about specialties, advantages and
disadvantages. Yinhao talked well but practiced badly. He might have put his talents to
good use in thought and examining people. But wrong promotion led to mutual
disharmony and distrust between Yin and Huan, which caught the nation in disorder. So
if we can’t focus on a person’s advantages and neglect his disadvantages when he is
appointed, it will result in personal failure and national disorder. We can’t expect an
unrestrained person without sufficient knowledge and ability to turn a nation from
disorder into order. He himself will suffer insult and the nation will be in chaos. This is a

good lesson for common people in the world.

Keywords: Yinhao, violating standard and changing appointment, celebrity and
refined taste, yi xiang is better than revealing true form, talk well but
practice badly, four essences of talent
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