CENIEE = A b
2008 &F 4 K] I 79-110
CREc S i

& RF R AR LB AR B0 by o R

R =2
A2 bEFEANE— A HEZ RS RARGE SR AR R s
W R - PR AR R e 2 EB
- ST HITEF DR AR M F E R P A 2 P e R 25

S BRHAAAREE BRI HE R g M FIE AR TR A
A JEGZFAL AT FERTER LB AL TF ERAAR FEF o
Z~BEE N PR LR AR RAEBERS k2 rr (5
REER) ~RFFRAT O RRAAFHEHEL (REpk) —F %5 %
%m:w%%’?%ﬁmr$J~rﬁJ’ﬁ%%%@ﬁ*ﬁé’f?ﬁ@ﬂéﬁ
BH IR R ARG FHEARR AR
LHRPBEE > PRELEEFIZZ ~fodE > T2 Epg& T4 > 257 3H
ZEAOAELE FEOBBRAAR O RAF TR E S LAR LG hiEme s

ot d TEE  PRAFZ A/ Z2OBERER L §7 2 e FaRig

ARG AR IR RO ZERP T T HAE TRk PR s
TR R EROEF K RE RN LA RAT R BFROTFIR > &a §

Bljgid v FRprOS-FHPGEZRLE LBL T a8 T o
T HER A R (B R) B R TRERGE P REE RS (B

* @&[jgﬁ gylj/ F’f;}g °

79



NI A e

EY Taemz 2 | r;&?f‘ffrJ BT R BB R o

RS © FERE - R RO ki il ke

80



7R IR T Y

An Analytical Study of Revenge and the
Law during the Sui and Tang Dynasties

Lee Long-Shien
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

This paper will look at revenge — both the concept of and actual acts of — and its
standing with respect to the law during the Sui and Tang dynasties (especially the latter)
in order to better understand the concept of revenge during this period and in relation to
earlier periods.

To begin with, we will briefly review our recent research in this topic and discuss
sources used for this paper and the direction the discussion will take.

We will then move on to a brief discussion of the relation between revenge and the
law during the Sui dynasty. It will be shown that the instability of this period resulted in
a frequent acts of revenge taken on behalf of one’s master (% i 4f 4 ). Furthermore, the
frequent pardons handed down by Emperor Wen gave a boost to the culture of revenge.

Next, we will look at three important instances of revenge during the Tang dynasty:

the Xu Yuanging (# -~ &) case and Chen Zi’ang’s (Ft + %) memorial thereon as well as
Liu Zongyuan’s (#7% =) ‘A Rebuttal of Memorial on Revenge’ (% 1R git:%); the case
of the brothers Zhang Xiu (5.3%) and Zhang Huang (553%); and finally the case of
Liang Yue (% 1) and Han Yu’s (4% 4 ) ‘A Briefing on Revenge’ (R f##t).  From these
cases we find that during the early years of the Tang dynasty, officials put an emphasis on
filial piety (%) and /i (#2). As a result, only in a very few cases were the perpetrators of

revenge punished, and in fact in many cases officials or even the emperor himself would

heap praise or rewards on the perpetrators. In this respect, Chen’s treatment of the Xu
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Yuanqing case in a memorial submitted to the emperor served as the starting point for the
debate between /i and law during the Tang dynasty. During the years between 685 CE
to the early years of the Emperor Xian’s reign (806-820), the law took priority over /i and
served as the most important consideration for officials charged with investigating cases
of revenge. As a result, officials handed out punishments for many such cases during
this period. At the same time though, a strong sentiment among the general populace to
sympathize with acts of revenge carried out in the name of filial piety and justice (%)
shows that a tension law and /i on the one hand had not disappeared. When the case of
Liang Yue came to light during the Emperor Xian’s reign, Han Yu submitted a memorial
on justice arguing that in cases were there was a conflict between the law and /i, “both
must be taken into consideration” (& F % #¥). Meanwhile, Liu Zongyuan took the
opportunity to criticize Chen’s earlier memorial for overly emphasizing the law. This
shows that literati of the middle Tang were aware of the conflict between the law and /i
and were trying to come to some sort of resolution thereof. Likewise, we can also see a
revival of Confucian notions (or ideology) of filial piety and justice during this period.

Finally, we look at regulations covering revenge in the Tang Code (% #) in order to
discuss the legal attitude of “foregoing the law for /i (35 £ j£4¥) during the end of the

Tang dynasty, as well as cases involving the Tang Code’s prohibition against private

settlement (% 4 {r) and the punishment of exile.

Keywords: Sui and Tang dynasties, notions of revenge, law, conflict between law/li
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