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The Battle Between the Witches and
Macbeth — The Extended Aesthetics Study
of Macbeth and Lu Bo-Shen’s Sonata of
the Witches — The Macbeth Verses

Liao Yu-Ju
Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Lu Bo-Shen, expert in voice and vision, directed Sonata of the Witches —The

Macbeth Verses in 2003 and 2007, adopted from Shakespeare’s Macbeth. In his direction
of the adopted Macbeth, Lu enhanced the function of the Witches to maximum; the
witches' presence on the stage at all times fuels the captivating power struggles between
Macbeth and the dark and bewitching figures they represent. The performances of
Witches differed in 2003 and 2007, even as the plots of the two remained similar. This
essay compares the differences between Macbeth and the 2003 version of Witches, plus a
side comment on the 2007 performance in Taipei, and discusses the reasons behind Lu’s
emphasis on the witches, the aesthetics of Lu’s theatre and the questions it raises for

Taiwan theatre.

Keywords: Lu Bo-Shen, Shakespeare, Macbeth, Witch
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