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The Geniuses and the Featureless
Multitudes—The Debates of Keng
Ting-hsiang and Li Zhuo-wu about the
Views of Teaching and Its Practical
Difficulty

Yuan Guang-Yi
Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Language & Literature,
National Taipei University

Abstract

Li Zhuo-wu was a celebrated heretical thinker in the Late-Ming Dynasty. Keng
Ting-hsiang was a scholar of Taichou School, being an influence on the academia of the
Late-Ming Dynasty. But in the later period, the scholars ignored his teachings. For the
Li’s advocating staunchly of “true Confucianism”, and the continuous debates among Li
and Keng, the scholars generally regarded Keng as a pseudo-Confucian. However, Li
criticized severely Keng on the one part, but still eulogized that Keng was a sage on the
other part. Then we should reconsider the biased view on Keng’s teachings.

The learning of Keng and Li were both the practical wisdom, they extremely paid
close attention to the questions about the geniuses and the featureless multitudes should
apply to different teaching methods and subjects. They focused on the students.The
dissimilar opinions of Keng and Li were displayed the difficulties and the predicaments
of Confucianism, nothing for right or wrong. Their debates could help us to explore the
meaning of their theories in Confucian’s development. We could think about the

questions comprise the ideal and reality, the predicament, and the future of Confucianism.

Keywords: Keng Ting- Hsiang, Li Zhi (Li Zhuo-wu), the Debates of Keng and Li,
Thoughts of Taichou School, the Featureless Multitudes.
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