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The Interactive Types of the Latent and
the Evident — From the Perspectives of
Motif and the Organization of Writing

Chen Man-Ming
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

All things on earth are interacted in a system of “Yin-Yang” dualism, which also
implies a dualistic interaction between the latent and the evident. Generally speaking,
something that focuses on the positive aspect (Yang) tends to be exterior and reveals the
evident attribute. On the other hand, something that focuses on the negative aspect (Yin)
tends to be interior and implies the latent attribute. The interaction of Yin-Yang dualism
can be classified into two types; namely contrast and harmony. Such rule also applies to
literary works. This article exemplifies motif and the organization of writing to

demonstrate the Yin-Yang dualistic interaction between the latent and the evident.

Keywords: Yin-Yang dualism, the latent attribute, the evident attribute, motif, the
organization of writing
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