EONCIIE 2 Ry SR R
20104£07 H  E 143-160
CIRVAR 2PV

BB TR —hBFELENNIEE

IS E"
a2

ARG EMEETRERITROT R AT ELREBEXZNXE
FER - RINEETRBEN M RFARLET L ERNXE HHNX
BEWETEOM > L4 Tk, > R BEIBAXEEL - HEd
WEH > RFAMN "WESL | FE RIFBALRATOACES - HEHELD
AERGUHAZTEHRIE LTS TREZFHERZTEORM - KaX EHm
RIEHGIA > AT EARINES  RAEREXLUTHRMBBERERM

Itk e 2 ERE B MAAERR -

Wl

RS « FHHESCER ~ HhEEETS « SUILMEEER « HOGK ~ BRIF

O TEARBERE R AR -

143



AR E®R B+ W

From Theory to Practice: Topographical
Writing in Malaysian Chinese Literature

Choong Yee-Voon
Professor, Department of Chinese Linguistic & Literature,
Yuen Ze University

Abstract

This paper discusses the formation of Malaysian Chinese topographical writing from
theory to practice, and the significance of the emerged topography in history of
Malaysian Chinese Literature. The earliest topography is the rural writing that
emphasized on the historical notes in which the “content” weighs more than the “style of
writing”, or in other words — “facts” is the topmost factor to be concerned in earliest
topography. Malaysian Chinese Topography started as kind of a “record” that historical
value weighs more than the literature value. Malaysian Chinese Topography is based on
the existence of “geography” initially, rather than leaning towards the experience of life
in human geography. Not until Du Zhong Quan started his topography writing with
consciousness of topographical views that we can conclude Malaysian Chinese
topographical writing is matured. This paper re-examines the misappropriated theories,
significance of topographical writing in term of sense-of-place, and the possible paths and
spaces launched in Malaysian Chinese Literature as well as to discuss the problems and

difficulties encountered by Du Zhong Quan in his writing for Penang.

Keywords: Mahua Chinese Literature, Topographical Writing, Cultural Geography,
Sense of Place, Identity
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