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Abstract

This study compares the views of Chen Li(fg;¥) and of Zhu Ciqi(sk &k #) on Zhu
Xi(% &) according to their different intellectual orientations, an aspect that has seldom
appeared in discussions on the Han-Sung learning debate. This comparison between the
different intellectual characteristics of these two scholars gives us a better understanding
of compromises that were made in this debate. Their differences include evaluations of
Zhu Xi’s intellectual center, spirit, method of inquiry and his place in history, as well as
the relationship between Zhu Xi and Qianjia(#% %) scholars. These differences arose since,
of these two men, one based his views on the Hang Learning tradition stemming from
Zheng Xuan(#r %) and the other from the Song Learning tradition of Zhu Xi. Thus the
commonly held view that these scholars were part of a late Qing compromises between
the two schools should be reassessed, as should the general view of the structure of this
reconciliation. Although the confrontation between Han and Song learning was not as
intense as it had been, this was due not to basic changes in criteria or position, but rather
to adjustments in attitude that enabled each side to incorporate aspects of the other in its
own system. The comparison thereby clarifies the attitude and position of each. Chen Li
and Zhu Ciqi both benefited from lessons learned from the Qianjia period and displayed
great tolerance towards each other’s school, which is a new feature of the late Qing

debate between Han and Song learning.
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