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Imagining Taiwan: Haiyin Lin’s Writings
on Taiwan Folk Customs, Traditions and
Phenomena Published in the Mandarin
Daily News Weekend Magazine between
1949 and 1954

Wang Yu-Ting
Assistant Professor, Institute of Taiwan Literature,
National Tsing Hua University

Abstract

This paper examines literature on folk customs and traditions published in the
Mandarin Daily News’ Weekend Magazine during Haiyin Lin’s 1949-1954 tenure as
editor-in-chief. During this fix-year period, Haiyin Lin wrote prolifically on Taiwan folk
customs and traditions under her real name and pseudonymously as I-Ying and Ah Ying.
Her essays addressed a diverse array of topics including history, geography, society, local
customs and island produce. Subsequent lack of academic attention to this significant
early literary effort to introduce and promote Taiwan’s scenic beauty, cultural mores and
distinctive local products make it well suited to further research. Previous studies have
examined Lin’s more prominent works, such as Memories of Peking, and her perspectives
on women’s issues and marriage. This paper is the first to examine Haiyin Lin’s literary
perspective on Taiwan folk customs and traditions, with its inherent meaning used to
highlight the role of folk customs and traditions as a source of cultural identity. Folk
customs and traditions are not only fundamental to group and cultural identity systems,
but also convey strong political overtones. This paper identifies the political attitudes,
perspectives and aspirations in Haiyin Lin’s writings on Taiwan folk customs and

traditions to highlight her practical contributions to the Taiwan literary landscape of the
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1950s and demonstrate how she navigated the “gray areas” of contemporary martial
controls to open opportunities for cultural rejuvenation / restructuring and for future

diversity in Taiwan’s growth and development.

Keywords: Haiyin Lin, 1950s, Mandarin Daily News Weekend Magazine, folk
literature, cultural identity
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