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Appreciations and Criticisms of Du Fu’s
Poems: A Study on Lu Shiyong and Wang
Fuzhi’s Selected Anthologies of Du’s
Poems

Chen Mei-Chu
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
Tunghai University

Abstract

Wang Fuzhi’s The Anthology of Tang Poetry and Lu Shiyong’s Tangshi Jing (A
Mirror of Tang Poetry) are two anthologies which were widely known during the Ming
and Qing dynasties. Within these two anthologies, the compilers select a great amount of
Du Fu’s poems, which means the two compilers highly valued tine literary prowess in Du
Fu’s poetry, an evaluation which reflects their literary standards and judgments. However,
negative commentary frequently appears in these two anthologies; commentaries even
argue that Du Fu may have ruined poetic arts. Thus, why had they anthologized such a
great amount of Du Fu’s poems if they did not regard Du’s poems as the paragon of Tang
poetry?

Currently, the phenomenon mentioned above has been discussed in academia, yet
scholars are merely inclined to study how and why Du Fu’s poems were depreciated and
ignored the main point: that Du’s poems were heavily anthologized compared to other
Tang poets. This study is built on the basis of previous’ studies to probe further into this

problem, to establish Lu and Wang’s reasoning for anthologizing Du’s poems.

Keywords: Lu Shiyong, Wang Fuzhi, Du Fu’s poetry, Anthology of Tang Poetry,
Tangshi Jing
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