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Abstract

After Zhang Taiyan had written the essay “Qing Ru” (The Confucianists in the Qing)
and summarized the academics of the Qing Dynasty, more scholars probed into the
various dimensions of Qing scholarship. From the perspective of academic history, Liang
Qichao and Qian Mu are perceived as the scholars who had built the foundation of
modern Qing academic research. However, Yu Yingshi is one of the representatives who
could actually removed stereotypes of Qing scholarship as merely “Kaoju” (Textual
Criticism). What Yu Yingshi emphasizes in his “Inner Logic” is the explanation of why
Qing scholarship transformed to “Textual Criticism” rather than focusing on its contents.
If we examine the changes that Qing Confucianists made on the scholarship of previous
generations in China’s Confucian history, we can understand the distinctive perspectives
that are different from concepts such as “Han-song zhi zheng” (competition of academic
supremacy between the Han and Song Dynasties) and “Huigui yuandian” (Returning to
textual origins). From the perspective of schools of thought, this paper attempts to explore
how Qing Confucian scholars transformed Song and Ming academics, and to also
evaluate changes in Confucian teachings. Under the academic rivalry within the Han and

Song dynasties, Qing Confucian scholars have their meaning and place in Confucianist
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history.

Keywords: Qing Scholarship, Han-song zhi zheng, Kaoju (Textual Criticism),
Transformation of Confucianism, Schools of Confucianism
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