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The Elegant and Refined: Traditional
Taiwanese Intellectuals of the Japanese
Colonial Period and their Perspective on
Fengya (Literary Elegance)

Yu Yu-Ting
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
Soochow University

Abstract

Taiwanese Intellectuals of the Japanese colonial period transformed their perspective
of literary elegance (fengya) twice. In the beginning, they were primarily concerned with
literary cultivation and the educational value of poetry. After greater socialization and
influences from Japanese concepts of literary pursuit, it became a central part of
recreation and literary exchange. During the chaotic period of the Sino-Japanese War,
they again emphasized literary pursuit as a way to cultivate a learning of arts and letters
and bring about educational use through poetry; classical poetry in this period therefore
became an implement to advocate Japanese patriotism. Traditional Taiwanese
intellectuals’ discourse on fengya transformed from literary pursuit to refined, “fengliu”
(literary talent) and from fengliu to fengya. Later, the advocates of literary pursuit and
literary talent were no longer significant forces of Taiwanese resistance. Instead, under

Japanese influence, there emerged the domestication of Taiwanese intellectual circles.

Keywords: Fengya, Taiwanese classical literature, Taiwanese poetics, classical
Taiwanese poetry, Taiwanese Literature of the Japanese Colonial Period
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