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On the Values of “Ci Commentary in Shi
(Ancient Verse)” and “Ci Commentary in
Ci (Lyrical Form)” During the Song
Dynasty

Wang Wei-Yung
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

This essay aims to arrange and systematize Ci commentary in shi (ancient) verse and
changduanju (Ci poetry) of the Song Dynasty. It will review and explore the literature of
Song poets such as Tsai Xiang, Zhou Zizhi, Fan Chengda, Liu Kezhuang, Mao Xu, Cheng
Zhengtong, Huang Sheng, Wang Yisun and Zhan Yan, literary figures that all made three
major contributions in the art of Ci poetry: 1. To broaden the scope and range of Ci poetry
criticism. 2. To provide clues in collecting and identifying anonymous materials. 3. To
help develop perspectives of Ci poetry criticism. Research based on the collective study
of Ci commentary is rare since these materials have yet to be systematically organized
and arranged. This research is a continuation of my book, Qingdai Lunci Jueju chubian
(Verses of Lyrical Commentary in the Qing Dynasty, First Volume.) In continuing this
collection of materials and research, the author believes this essay will make a significant

contribution to the study of Ci poetry.

Keywords: Song Dynasty, Ci poetry, Ci commentary, Ci Commentary in Ancient
Verse, Ci Commentary in Lyrical Form
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