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“Kua-a-chheh” in Chun-Hui Shu Fang
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Abstract

In the first section of this paper, an investigation regarding collections of
Kua-a-chheh (Taiwanese ballads) in Taiwan and from overseas is presented, followed by
analysis of the Kua-a-chheh edition and publication after 1970. Our investigation
indicates that Kua-a-chheh collection has been gradually revealed by the Fu Ssu-Nien
Library, National Museum of Taiwan Literature, National Taiwan University Library,
National Central Library and other government agencies, including private book-collector
Huang Tian-Heng; however, the collections from Chun-Hui Shu Fan remain highly
valuable.

We systematically list our investigation according to the total Kua-a-chheh books
collected by Chun-Hui Shu Fang, with special note to the publication year and publisher
information. Next, the authors discuss and analyze the value of these rarely seen copies.
From our investigation, we believe that the rarely seen copies which served as an earlier
version of Kua-a-chheh, have significantly contributed to a unique evolution and
transformation, which provides useful information that has not been discovered
previously. In the future, our discovery could be utilized for further investigation, serve as

comparison for other Folk literary works, and hence reconnect the relationship among
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these folk songs. In addition, the discovery of rarely seen copies has filled in the gap we
had regarding Kua-a-chheh, and provided us the new findings regarding the editor and
authors of Kua-a-chheh.

In conclusion, although there were limited copies of Kua-a-chheh collected by
Chun-Hui Shu Fang, its collection may be more valuable than any of the Kua-a-chheh
collections available. This article introduces these collections from Chun-Hui Shu Fang,
and provides some thoughts and directions regarding additional study. We hoped to
further analyze and discover the great value of Kua-a-chheh from Chun-Hui Shu Fang in

the near future.

Keywords: Chun-Hui Shu Fang, Kua-a-chheh, Chen Qinghao, Minnan ballads,
Minnan culture
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