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Who is Telling the Story of the Indigenous
People and Minorities?
On the Historical Writing of The Deer of
Fertile Fields by Du Xiulan and The Right
Shore of the Argun by Chi Zijian

Hung Shih-Hui
Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Linguistics and Literature,
Yuan Ze University

Abstract

The literature about indigenous people and minorities by Han writers on both sides
of the Taiwan Strait are worth comparing in terms of differences in politics, culture and
personal identity. This paper will examine the main elements of concern on the other and
mainstream culture within the literature and will pay special attention to the indigenous
people and minorities by analyzing and comparing The Deer of Fertile Fields by Du
Xiulan and The Right Shore of the Argun by Chi Zijian. The former of these two novels is
about the Ketagalan people of Taiwan and was published in 2002; the latter involves the
Ewenki people of mainland China, which was published in 2005. What is the authentic
and allegorical meaning of the witchcraft culture which has been seen heresy in modern
society, in addition to the symbolic meaning of primitive culture as an ideal utopia? How
does the historical sense of traditional living spaces, which is occupied by an alien race,
disappear and reappear? What kind of reality do these two Han writers mean
metaphorically by interpreting and re-narrating the history of the indigenous-minority

people? This paper will try to provide answers to these questions.

Keywords: Ketagalan, Ewenki, Witchcraft culture, Indigenous literature, Ethnic and
minority literature
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