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Expunging Stale Words, Discovering New
Ideas - The Research of Song Qi’s
Epitaphs

Hsieh Pei-Fen
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

Most academic research on Song Qi focuses on his New History of the Tang Dynasty,
or his Xikun Style instead of his literary achievements. This paper reviews and analyzes
the unique epitaphs of Song, with an emphasis on Song’s breakthroughs in stereotypical
writing styles and the innovation of a new style. As important examples that show these
features, the titles of his epitaphs rarely list the last most eminent official position of the
tomb owner. Song does not mark the relationship between him and the tomb owner. On
the contrary, his epitaphs mainly convey his review of the tomb owner’s exploits,
revealing his personal feelings. The preface of the epitaphs differs from traditional
structures, emphasizing the traces of time, mixed with argumentations, dialogues,
dialogues used as narrations, novelistic writing style, narration, flashback, and
interleaving. Song’s writings are not objective narrative works, but literary creations that
contain the writer’s emotions and creativity. The verse part of the epitaphs may follow the
traditional four-character form, the three-character form, the combination of the
four-character form with the Lisao style or a mixed form of four or five-character in each
line. The forms of the verse are made to properly respond to the writer’s friendly
sentiment toward the tomb owner. All these writing styles have shown his awareness of

innovation and change.
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