BONCIE St bt
201212 A H 169-196
BT RO AREE P A

B# R B &K

B2 A

w =2

IS R A E X FET S BATAT Y BB oy MR E- WG F
w%ﬁ%ﬁ%oagﬁaﬁéﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁrﬁﬁﬁ“w*mﬁ+’ﬁ PE AR
AR AP OEE S oiitfe s HRE TR P JIE S 2 @3 wepm ARG

B s n? BERLICS kL § ik TE 2 RPBE S dot DD foiitfomi
g R nBE s oL AL R R e B A hil Rk
zﬂﬁ$;%«ﬁg%mﬁzéﬂ%ﬁ@kmmg,ﬁiﬁgﬁ?ﬁﬂw’jfs

FREFAMPF LA PHRREVAARLS T 2 B HhiE P anA B Hit o

£\

[

PR - RSO ~ RS AWM ~ TR SRR ~ M

" SRR AC TR N B ARV EE R S ST L AT~ TS R S AT

169



AR ®R =+

An Assessment of Folk Legends in
Malaysia and Singapore

LEW Bon Hoi
Head, Centre of Malaysian History,
Senior Lecturer, Department of Chinese Language & Literature,
New Era College, Malaysia

Abstract

The study of “folk literature” in Malaysia and Singapore is still new compared to
Malaysian Chinese literature. There is a rich store of materials on legend in this body of
folk literature, and it can be grouped into four categories. The first deals with historical
figures and legends, including figures as Cheng Ho, Ling Daogian and Sheng Mingli etc.
The second focuses on local legends concerning such places as Bau in Sarawak, Mount
Kinabalu in Sabah, and Taiping in Peninsular Malaysia. The third is concerned with
religious legends involving popular deities such as Tua Pek Kong and Cheng Ho. The last
category is centered on the legends of man-eating animals, especially tigers, crocodiles
and wild boars. These various legends have become part of the collective memories that
serve as elements of the local culture and history of the Chinese. Therefore, they fulfill
certain needs of the community in the area of education, in sustaining the spirit of the
newly-arrived Chinese workers from south China, and in serving as part of the

community history that is overlaid upon official history.

Keywords: Folk literature, historical figures legends, local legends, religious legends,
Cheng Ho
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