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A Study of Revenge among Commoners in
Local Gazetteers

Lee Long-Shien
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

This article focuses on the representation of revenge committed by commoners as
recorded in modern local gazetteers, such as the Taiwan tongshi (The Comprehensive
history of Taiwan), Qingshigao (Draft history of the Qing), Qingbai leichao (Classified

collection on notes of Qing), and other documents. This essay studies the differences as
there exist between the attitudes of the common populace toward revenge, the views of

traditional literati on revenge, the legal and judicial perspectives of local administrators
deliberating on cases of revenge, as well as the authorial/editorial interests of the
historians and historiographers compiling such incidents of revenge. The five major
purposes of this article are as follows:

1) Trace the historical development and adaptations of common attitudes toward

revenge as compared with traditional literati “views on revenge and the Five Relations.”

2) ldentify the influence of popular beliefs on the typologies of revenge committed
by commoners, such as divine retribution by ghosts, and retributive punishment for
thieves and robbers.

3) Explore the similarities and differences between the acts of revenge portrayed in
local gazetteers and those portrayed in traditional classics.

4) Study the varying treatments of the idea of revenge across different genres of
writing, such as the local gazetteer, traditional historiography, and literati casual jottings.

5) Provide also a final assessment of the advantages and limitations of the local
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gazetteers as source materials.

Keywords: Views on Revenge, Local Gazetteers, Revenge and the Five Relations,
Conflict between ritual and laws, Divine Justice
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