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A Metaphor of IlIness — Discussions
Concerning Thoughts on the Body and
Ethical Issues of Decency and Propriety
during the Pre-Qin and Han Dynasties

Lin Su-Chuan
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

This essay will discuss how to make a metaphor for nature, home and country, the
ethic ideal and dilemmas through body in discussions of the Pre-Qin and Han Dynasty. It
discusses the exemplification of the close relationship between these elements and the
continuity of Qi. Next, the paper explores how scholars, through the convergence of
nature and self through the application of physical metaphors, make remonstrations of
ideal politics and education, to then achieve the political and educational ideal in learning
from nature and harmonizing the six kinds of Qi. Second, it investigates how the body
metaphors present the relationship of the emperor and administration ideal. Third, the
paper concretely analyzes how scholars create a metaphor for the political environment in
that time through body disharmony, to even conduct power struggles, which addresses
question of how to interact with the body of the ancestors through the body, and integrate
this with ethical relationships between the family through ceremony. Finally, to discuss
the catastrophe and disease discourse, which emphasizes an issue of discord in the
cultural and ethical structure of different books concerning propriety (li) and the disorder
of body image that involves the diminution of morality. Furthermore, to emerge a system
of values through the body metaphor in the culture. In this way, the body metaphor acts to

achieve the purposes of restructuring ethnic groups, renovating ethical relationships, and
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harmonizing nature and human relations.

Keywords: Decency and Propriety, Body, Ethics, metaphors, Qi
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