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A Discussion of Ouyang Xiu’s “Han Yu
and Meng Jiao’s Discourse” and Mei
Yaochen’s Self-identity

Chung Shiao-Feng
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

This paper investigates Ouyang Xiu and Mei Yaochen’s treatment of Han Yu and
Meng Jiao from the perspective of Sociology. One of the aims of this article is to analyze
the meaning of the discussion about Han Yu and Meng Jiao that occurred between
Ouyang Xiu and Mei Yaochen. From the perspective of social interaction, self is
inherently social and the concept of self is constructed through activities of recognition.
In other words, these discussions not only concern poetics, but also self-identity. This
perspective can clarify the complicated understanding of activities that involve
interactions between the literary canon and the self-identities of the later poet. We can
discover that the relationship between the previous poet and later poet is a dialectical
development. Therefore, “Han Yu and Meng Jiao” is a symbol of self-identity under the
interaction of internal and external identity in Ouyang Xiu and Mei Yaochen’s discussion.
This theoretical framework may provide us with a new starting point for exploring

“self-identity” in Song poetry.

Keywords: Ouyang Xiu, Mei Yaochen, Han Yu and Meng Jiao’s Discourse,
Self-identity
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