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Travels to Southern Lands and the
Conversation of Self and Object -- Li
Deyu’s Exile and the Metaphor of Plight in
his Ci/Fu Writing

Hsu Dong-Hai
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Chengchi University

Abstract

After Li was exiled for the first time, the significance of his writing not only became
a testimony to his emotions and aspirations, but it also became the main style of his
writing. These writings provide an extra layer of meaning for Li’s life background. His
writing focuses on his experience of being exiled. The themes in these works include
landscape, historical remains, animals, plants, and objects of the South. This paper
primarily investigates the plight metaphor in Li’s works that were written during his exile

through the themes of travels to southern lands and the conversation of self and object.

Keywords: Cifu Writing, Tang Dynasty, Prime Minister, Li Deyu, Xiangcao Meiren
(The Beauty and Fragrant Grass)
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