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Study of Chapter Junrenzhe Hebi An Zai -
The Emerging Thoughts on the Chu
Bamboo Slip Versions of The Doctrine of
the Mean

Chao Yuan-Su
Doctor Candidate, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Chung Hsing University

Abstract

The chapter Junrenzhe Hebi An Zai is seen on the Chu Bamboo Slips of the Warring
States Period collected in the Shanghai Museum, vol. 7. Its scripts are complete and clear,
but it is not found in preserved historical documents. Thus, there are different opinions on
the characters and the context of this chapter. After researching, I suggest that ‘hui’ in

baiyu san hui should not be read as ‘hui’(® ), but should be read as ‘hui’(%%). Fan Cheng

intended to advice the King of the Chu state not to be too frugal and should enjoy himself
in the appropriate entertainment. The ideology of Junrenzhe Hebi An Zai conforms to the
Doctrine of the Mean as elucidated by Confucians. Although the Doctrine of the Mean
rarely discusses iterms of frugality and luxury, The Book of Rites, as one example, is one
of the Confucian Classics which mentions “the person of noble character will not force
subordinates to become more frugal” (Junzi Xia Bu Bi Xia) and “If the nation’s way of
life was frugal, courtiers should show ceremony” (Guojian, ze Shizhi yi Li). The overly
frugal behavior of the king represented in Guojian may cause the result of “forcing
subordinates to become more frugal” (Bu Xia), therefore Fan Cheng exemplifies the

importance of displaying the king in ceremony (Shizhi yi Li).

Keywords: Junrenzhe Hebi An Zai, Doctrine of the Mean, Confucianism, Chu
Bamboo Slips, Warring States Texts
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