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Disclosing the Truth of Confucian
Philosophy: Su Shi’s Argumentation with
Mencius in the Exposition of the Analects

Chen Ying-Rui
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

Su Shi’s position among Sung dynasty Mencian scholars has various saying. He
claimed that he disclosed the truth of Confucian philosophy in his Exposition of the
Analects (lunyushuo), which has been only partially preserved in “Argumentation with
Mencius” in Shaoshiwenjianhoulu and Zunmengbian. However, with the survey of Su’s
philosophy in his late years and the investigation of the eight tenets from the incomplete
Exposition of the Analects, the mystery of Confucius can be discovered. Rather than
denying Mencius’s ideology, he reaffirmed Confucius’s prestige in an era when Mencius
acquired authority by holding that “having no inflexible thoughts” was the true condition
of Confucian philosophy and finally figured out that the second tenet, which has aroused
continuous debates, had signed distinction between Confucius and Mencius. Serving as
the example of having no depraved thoughts, Confucius did nothing and sought nothing
to attain the Way. On the other hand, Mencius’s aspiration for moral conducts turned his
acts and words into empirical performance. Still, their distinction is but an inch wide.
Rather than rejecting Mencius’s status, Su affirmed the Mencian practice of self-

reflection and the close association between Confucian ideals and Mencian conducts.

Keywords: Exposition of the Analects, Argumentation with Mencius, the Truth of
Confucian Philosophy, Having No Inflexible Thoughts, Innate Goodness
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