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Textual Research onLiou Chen-weng’s
Commentary of Shi ShuoXin Yu:
Identification of the Founder of the
Commentary on Chinese Novels

Ting Yu-Lung
Assistant Professor, Department of Funeral Science,
Jen-Teh Junior College of Medicine, Nursing and Management

Abstract

The thesis discussed the value of Liu Chen-weng’s commentary on Shi Shuo Xin Yu
as well as the style, objects, views, and contents of it. Liu’s commentary possessed both
rational and perceptual manners of literature criticism. Liu’s commentary affected style,
objects, views, and use of language in commentary upon Chinese novels. That
commentary on Shi Shuo Xin Yu laid a solid foundation for the theory of Chinese novels.
In addition, Liu’s commentary played an important role in creating commentary on
Chinese novels and laid groundwork for it. Liu Chen-weng was the first one to do
commentary on Shi Shuo Xin Yu. Liu’s commentary not only improved notions of reading
Shi Shuo Xin Yu, but also helped later generations do such research on Chinese novels.

Therefore, He was regarded as the founder of the commentary on Chinese novels.

Keywords: Liou Chen-weng, Liou Ying-deng, Shi Shuo Xin Yu, the Commentary on
Chinese Novels, Chinese Novel
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