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The Interpretation and Connotation of
Religious Icons as Literary Symbols —
Taking Laozi, Matzu and Nezha as
Examples

Chen Wei-Lin
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature
Studies, National Hsinchu University of Education

Abstract

Both religion and literature are rhetoric symbols to represent human life and
existential consciousness. When a religious symbol was chosen as a sign in writing, it
could be a meaningful structure, as such selection of religious icons or the demonstration
of multi-positions and characters of these religious icons have surfaced the exterior
meaning that changes with the trend of the times and presented the culture or ideology of
that society. This paper discusses how the religious icons regained their sacredness from
secularity in literary texts through a writer’s imagination and rhetoric writing technique,
and thereafter presented the recreating phenomena of life and death via the interpretation
of previous literary works. The title of this paper has also included the paths that religious
icons took to develop their symbol transformation in modern literature. Since Laozi,
Matzu and Nezha, three important Taoism Gods, are all closely linked with Chinese
culture and Taiwanese folklore, this paper employed them to observe and scrutinize the

dialectics and discourse of religious icons and literary symbols.

Keywords: Religious Icon, Literary Symbol, Laozi, Matzu, Nezha
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