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Tension in Ssu-ma Ch’ien’s Vocation of
Writing Shih-chi: Conflict between
Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy and It’s Final
Solution

Lin Tsung-Shun
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Tsing Hua University

Abstract

It has been highly debated that if there was any discrepancy between the evaluations
of history modification made by Ssu-ma Ch’ien and Confucius, which meant whether
Shih-chi was on either an orthodoxy or heterodoxy position. To address the issue, the aim
of the thesis was to explore the potential tension among Ssu-ma Ch’ien’s history
modification from the two important factors: Ssu-ma Ch’ien’s family learning from
Ssu-ma T’an, which vitally formed Ssu-ma Ch’ien’s history modification, and succeeded
to Confucius’s Chungiu. | further explained how Shih-chi stood on a more ambitious idea
to melt the opposition between orthodoxy and heterodoxy.

Ssu-ma Ch’ien’s family teaching implied the multiple worth of Huang-lao Taoism
and Confucianism, which has formed the tension between those. The thesis explained
how Ssu-ma Ch’ien accepted his family teaching and transcended it and then turned
conservative into kingly way and policy of benevolence. Thus, the conflict between the
Confucianism and the heterodoxical Taoism could be melted and further proved that
Huang-lao Taoism was one of crucial factors for Shih-chi to pursue the most valuable
idea.

Shih-chi also revealed the orthodoxy consistent with the age and the dynasty along

with the critique toward the dynasty. Both orthodoxy and heterodoxy toward political
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stance could be found in Chungiu, which was related to Ssu-ma Ch’ien’s history
modification succeeding to Shih-chi. However, Shih-chi revealed the acute criticism of
reality and the heterodoxy of political stance, which should be viewed as the main spirit
of Confucius’ Chungiu. In conclusion, the potential conflict of Ssu-ma Ch’ien’s history
modification succeeding to Confucius’ Chungiu and the heterodoxy presented on political

stance could be melted into a more ambitious value.

Keywords: Shih-chi, Chungiu, Huang-lao Taoism, Heterodoxy
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