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The Creatural Properties of the
Red-Crowned Crane and Bai Ju-Yi’s
Odes to the Cranes
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Abstract

The Red-crowned Crane is the enormous Asian crane and the rarest cranes in the
world. In China, it is known as a symbol of auspiciousness, longevity and fidelity. As the
ride of the celestial in China, the red-crowned crane was full of mysterious imaginations
written down as noble flyer. The red-crowned cranes feed on fish, shrimp, prawn, rice,
wheat, buckwheat, water plants, and a variety of water plants. In order to tame the
red-crowned crane, people ought to supply the cranes with these foods, and establish a
pond in their garden to provide enough space for the cranes. When Bai Ju-yi relinquished
the political powers and retreated to his Lu-Dao garden (/&% &) in the Luo-Yang city (%
%), he bred two or three red-crowned cranes in his garden. Bai furnished the cranes with
enough foods, inhabitable spheres, sufficient affection, and the domesticated fowls fed
back their emotional fellowship. Bai and his cranes considered they are companions to
each other, especially dwelt in the Lu-Dao garden. When Bai chanted the creatural
properties of his cranes, he regarded himself with the virtues that resembled his cranes. In
the period of Bai’s late life, Bai and his cranes were mutual companions inhabited in the

Lu-Dao garden.

Keywords: Bai Ju-Yi, Crane, Red-crowned Crane, Lu-Dao Garden in Luo-Yang,
Material Culture
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