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Flow from Periphery to Center: The
Biographical Writing of Identity in Zhu
Dun-Ru’s Ci Poetry

She Yun-Chun
Visiting Researcher, The Kinugasa Research Organization,
Ritsumeikan University & Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Chinese
Literature, National Taiwan University

Abstract

The “Qiao Ge” written by Zhu Dun-Ru reflected on the identities formed respectively
before and after the southbound migration of the Song royalty. This article demonstrated the
temporal-spatial context in which Zhu’s life embedded by tracing the flow of identity
between center and periphery at that time. To remedy the deficiency of lacking historical
evidence in the contents of the verse, this article adopted a method of two-way verification
between literature and history. This article embodied the multifaceted identity from four
periods. First of all, Zhu identified himself with the culture of his hometown, Luo-yang.
Then, he felt estrangement and perceived the gap in usual practice caused by his migration
to the Ling-nan region. Subsequently, he returned to Lin-an, where prevailed an atmosphere
of advocating recovery. The overlapping experiences he gained in Luo-yang and Lin-an
resulted in his thinking of belonging. He also felt exhausted because of political struggle.
Therefore, he chose to live in seclusion in Jia-he, where he adopted the tradition of being a
fisher and constructed his own dwelling. By doing so, he realized the true essence of his life.
In sum, the “Qiao Ge” demonstrated the characteristics of biographical writing because the
identity issues it touched on in the interaction between historical context and reflection

during different periods shaped a relationship of sequential transformation.

Keywords: Zhu Dun-Ru, Qiao Ge, Identity, Luo-yang, Lin-an
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