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“On the Road:” From Zhao Zi-Fan’s novel
Struggle of Humanism to Film Adaption

Su Wei-Chen
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Zhao Zi-fan (1924-86) left for Hong Kong in 1950 and published his book Struggle
of Humanism in 1953, a representative work with a theme of refugee or “exile literature”
in the 1950s. The novel, while depicting how the intellect lives a refugee village in Tiu
Keng Leng village (8% 4 %) and Hong Kong Jiulong (Kowloon) streets, proves
autobiographical since it parallels with Zhao’s dilemmic situation of exile “on the road.”
His geographical movements not only enhance the literariness of his novel, but also show
an (un)identification with the space and location. This paper adopts James Clifford’s
notion of “route”—which points out how geographic passages are established—to read
Zhao’s novel and its adaptation into film in a new light. That is, both the novel and its
film adaptation echo with Zhao’s life. Personal experiences are depicted in the novel:
characters migrate from one village/city to another and, under complicated geographic
conditions, move through those villages almost in a logic of différance. Its film adaptation,
then, foregrounds Tiu Keng Leng village as a geographical and spiritual symbol and
shows a collective, anti-communist ideas. The three parts—Zhao’s life, the novel and its
adaptation—have formed an inter-textual relationship to understand the influences in
history and politics of that particular time. So in the light of the idea of “route,” my paper,
by reading an interrelation between the “exile literature” in Zhao and his “literature in

exile,” would evaluate the different approaches between the novel and its film adaptation.

Keywords: Zhao Zi-Fan, Struggle of Humanism, Exile Literature, en route, routes
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