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The Discussion on the Stance of the South
and Dong-Wu Imagery in ‘Jiang-Biao
Biography’

Wang Wen-Jin
Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature,
National Dong Hwa University

Abstract

Among the over one hundred and fifty historical records quoted by Pei Song in the
“Annotation for The History of the Three Kingdoms”, “Jiang-Biao Biography” was one
of the most important and frequent cited literatures. It was cited for more than one
hundred and twenty times, secondary to “Wei Strategy” by Yu-Huan, two-hundred and
twenty times, and “Wei Manual” by Wang Shen which was one hundred and ninety times.
More importantly, the characters and historical events described in Jiang-Biao Biography,
which generally focused on the Dong-Wu of South, had strongly suggested the
Dongwu-based stance in the historical elaboration. The most obvious example would be
the description of the Battle of Redcliff and the crucial point for leading to the outcome of
winning and losing. Both of them described particularly the bravery and strategic ability
of the Sun Wu generals. Moreover, it emphasized Liu Bei’s inability and greed during the
Jingzhou Strife in the three-kingdom history. As a result, the Three-country characters
appeared in this book were significantly different compared to the historical figures
shaped up in Chen-Shou’s “The History of the Three Kingdoms” and “Romance of the
Three Kingdoms”, the novels of Ming and Qing dynasties.

“Jiang-Biao Biography” is important for the study of three-kingdom history. It can
be used to triangulate with Yu-Huan’s “Wei Strategy” and Wang-Shen’s “Wei Manual”

for the purpose of developing a brand-new perspective for the study of the history of
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Three-Kingdom.

Keywords: Yu-Pu’s “Jiang-Biao Biography”, Sunwu, Battle of Redcliff, support to
Wu and be enemy to Shu, the utilization of southeast
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