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From Representation to Acknowledgement
- The Narrative Representation of
Taiwanese Domestic Workers in Women’s

Literature during the 1950s

Wang Yu-Ting
Associate Professor, Institute of Taiwan Literature,
National Tsing Hua University

Abstract

Domestic work, long part of the social fabric of Taiwan, was particularly prominent
during the 1950s, a transformative period in the country’s modern history when many
relatively affluent émigré women from Mainland China retained relatively poor Taiwanese
women as domestic workers. Research on 1950s women'’s literature from the perspective of
the issues of gender, class, and group identity shows that female Taiwanese domestic
workers lacked control over representational mechanisms due to their marginalization in
terms of group identity and class. Therefore, their portrayal in the literature of this period
was necessarily filtered through the perspective of Mainland China émigré authors. Thus it
may be considered that these authors interjected Taiwanese domestic workers into the
politics of representation. This paper uses the “subaltern studies” perspective of Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak to explore several representative writings on Taiwanese domestic
workers written by émigré women authors including Ping-ying Hsieh, Ch’an-chen Yeh,
Chung-pei Hsu, and Mei-yin Chung. Findings highlight the discourse-mechanism problems
associated with having émigré authors as narrative subjects and critique the related and

complicated issue of gender representation in politics.

Keywords: 1950s Women’s Literature, Taiwanese Domestic Workers, Politics of
Representation, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Subaltern Studies
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