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Studies on “Shi Su” in Zuo Zhuan

Huang Sheng-Sung
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

The components of “Shi Su” in Zuo Zhuan were composed of five different
categories, including “Zu”, “Tu”, “Chen”, “Jia”, and “Shi”. “Zu” referred to the members
of the royal family, and should be regarded as the most prominent part of “Shi Su”. “Tu”
was defined as “Shu Ren”, whose work was to farm. This not only indicated the identity
of “Tu” but also proposed its role as infantry. As for “Chen”, three more sub-categories
could be divided, such as “Jia Chen” which enjoyed the highest status, “Chen” which had
the same hierarchy as “Shu Ren”, and “Nu Li” which shared the lowest status. In addition,
“Chen” belonging to the sub-category of “Nu Li” could not become “Shi Su”, and the
majority of “Shi Su” was “Chen” which had the same hierarchy as “Shu Ren”. “Chen”
which had the same hierarchy as “Shu Ren” and “Tu” were both the previous “Shu Ren”
under kings’ rule, but later served for the nobles and became “Chen”. As for “Jia Chen”, it
served as the role of commander in “Shi Su”. “Jia” referred to “soldiers in armor”, and in
a broad sense, armed people in “Shi Su”. Considering “Shi” in “Shi Su”, we found that
“Shi” was originally termed as “Guo Ren”. “Shi” was on the lowest position of the nobles.
After “Shi” served for the nobles, the title remained as before, and still enjoyed the
original privileges. Some part of “Shi” who served for the nobles was “Jia Chen”, but the
number might not be very big. Instead, some “Shi”, “Tu” and “Chen” which had the same
hierarchy as “Shu Ren” all served as infantry. The armed forces of “Shi Su” were made
up of “Che Bing” and “Bu Bing”. “Zu” and “Jia Chen” had the highest chance of serving
as “Che Bing”. After passing the professional training of “Yu Zhe” and “Che You”, “Shi”

also had the chance to be “Che Bing”. Moreover, “Tu” and “Chen” which had the same
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hierarchy as “Shu Ren” served as infantry. “Jia” referred to “soldiers in armor”, including
“Che Bing” and “Bu Bing”, but there was no clear distinction between them.
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