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From Bi Ting (Green Pavilion) to Yao Lou
(Medicine Building) — A Discussion on
Zhang Meng-Chi’s Poetic Realm from Xu
(Ideological) to Shi (Practical)

Chien Chin-Sung
Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

Bi Ting (Green Pavilion) is a famous historic site frequently visited by Zhang
Meng-Chi in the early days of his life, while Yao Lou (Medicine Building) was where
Zhang resided ever since he fell ill. He became famous in his thirties. He was once
invited by Zhang Wei-Han to join Zhong Hua Poetics Research Center and became the
youngest member in the center. His joy about this was understandable. The poems he
wrote in the beginning of his career were more fictional or more towards practices. After
he developed stroke and moved to Hsin Tien Rose City for rehabilitation, his poetic style
transformed to be more realistic and touching. This article uses examples to demonstrate

his changes.
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