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Taiwanese-Hong Kong Film Narratives

under National Literary: From the 1960s

Cases of Sun, Moon, Star, Our Neighbor,
and Beautiful Duckling

Su Wei-Chen
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

The current research on the Hong Kong-Taiwanese films has not fully studied the
films in the realm of narrative strategies under the influence of literary and artistic
institution. It is since 1953, the Hong Kong-Kowloon Film Freedom Association had been
established as a means of how ROC (Taiwan) intervened with the film productions in
Hong Kong. While the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution during the 60s
resulted in China’s isolation and the shifts in the national film market, Taiwan has been
adopted literary and artistic rewards strategies to influence the Hong Kong film
production. Given the intense Taiwan-Hong Kong cultural interaction then, the project
studies how the Taiwanese-Hong Kong narrative strategies of the film had been
developed with the effects of institutions. This paper will discuss three movies—from the
Hong Kong movie Sun, Moon and Star (1962) to two Taiwanese movies Our Neighbor
(1963) and Beautiful Duckling (1965), works produced with the narrative styles and
cultural interactions which show the influence of national literary and artistic institutions
in the 60s.

Through to the viewpoint of David Bordwell, in which “narrative serves as a means
of thinking of the world and creating a text” have been explained. Through this

application, narrative shows how a text relates to external reality in its internal structure:

191



AR B2 ® OB At =

with the clues of “look through,” “how,” and “what.” those questions do not only helps us
to read a text’s agency, style, plot and relation with reality; they also examined the logic
of experience in narrative. With these issues, the project consists of two parts: firstly, to
review the film interaction between Taiwan and Hong Kong under the influence of
literary and artistic institution in the 60s. Secondly, to explain how the film narrative of
the three movies reflects institutional strategies.

Keywords: National Literary and Artistic Institutions, Film Narratives, Sun, Moon
and Star, Our Neighbor, Beautiful Duckling
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