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Formation of the Adversatives “Ke” and
“Keshi”

Chang Li-Li
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

This paper aims to provide a comprehensive discussion on the formation of the
adversatives “Ke” and “Keshi”. We argue that their adaptability to the adversative
contexts is due to the pragmatic function of “reminding”, and both the emphatic adverb
and the persistent interrogative adverb can be the sources of their adversative usages.
Based on historical evidences, we also solve two disputes on their formation, i.e. the
conjunction “Ke” is originated from the adverb “Ke”, but not the reduced form of the
conjunction “Keshi”, and the conjunction “Keshi” is developed from the adversative
adverb, but not directly from the emphatic adverb. Depend on the above findings, this
paper also points out the uniqueness of their historical development in comparison to the
other adversatives, provides some opinions to the function of the “X-shi” construction and
tries to explain the complementary distribution of the adversative functions of “Ke” and

“Keshi” by applying the theory of markedness.

Keywords: adversative adverbs, adversative conjunctions, emphatic adverbs,
persistent interrogative adverbs, markedness
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