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Study on Cultural Interpretation of
Nanguan Opera Zheng Yuan He

Ko Hsiang-Chun
Assistant Professor, Center for General Education,
Ching Kuo Institute of Management and Health

Abstract

There have been various opinions regarding the precise origin and development of
Nanguan Opera. Study on the history of Nanguan Opera is mainly based on the relationship
between the list of opera and old list of Song Yuan Nan Xi and it is regarded as a reference
of Nanguan Opera originated from Song Yuan Xi Wen. However, is “list of opera of the
same name” derived from “Song Yuan Xi Wen”? Does the relationship exit in the plot
arrangement of the list of opera? “Cultural collectivism” is the principal factor of text
revision. In order to comply with the regional and cultural difference, the authors must
develop the reinterpretation, even in the classical texts which have been diffused for
hundred years. After Yi Zhi Hua, the text of “Zheng Yuan He and Li Ya Xian” was fixed by
Li Wa Zhuan of Bai Xing Jian in Tang Dynasty. It was thus adapted as short stories, fictions,
operas, etc. From Tang Dynasty to the present, diverse writing styles have been presented
and it shows the inheritance and innovation. From the perspective of “regional aesthetics”
of cultural diffusion of the story “Zheng Yuan He/Li Ya Xian”, this study treats Nan Guan
Xia Nan Zheng Yuan He as the subject to explore acceptance and reproduction of Nan Guan
Li Yuan toward “Zheng Yuan He/Li Ya Xian”. First, this study reviews the versions of the
same list of opera and subsequently, it compares the inheritance and innovation of related
pieces in terms of themes, plot and characters. It precisely probes into the effect of regional

culture on Nanguan Zheng Yuan He in the process of diffusion.

Keywords: Nanguan Opera, Quan Zhou, Zheng Yuan He and Li Ya Xin, Cultural
Interpretation, Regional aesthetics
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